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Soon Annecy!

The 47th European convention will  be held in France from 
May 28 to May 31 2014. I have the great pleasure to invite 
you to this event which will be held in Annecy, France, my 
hometown, known worldwide for its beautiful  lake , the 

cleanest in Europe , and the beautiful landscapes that surround it.
The area Chamonix to Megève, receives both during the summer and winter thousands of tourists 
passionate about mountains and winter sports (skiing, hiking , paragliding, swimming ).
If you do not know Annecy yet, you will discover on the shores of the lake, on the edge of the canals and the 
winding medieval  streets, places that have inspired poets and have given it the nickname " Venice of the 
Alps".
The district France – Monaco, Division - Savoy - Pays de l' Ain and 9 clubs including Annecy, are proud and 
happy to welcome you all in May.
The organizing committee and I have tried to create an unforgettable experience. The opening ceremony 
and the workshops take place in the romantic setting of the Imperial  Hotel. We also provide time for 
relaxation, discoveries and encounters.
The registration for the Convention activities and your hotel  booking have to be made on the website: 
www.kiwanis.eu by the link : «Register now». You will find a large range of hotels especially reserved for you 
at negotiated rates.
We are waiting for you and we look forward to your arrival.

Marie-Jeanne Boutroy, KI-EF President 2013-2014
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Share your Kiwanis story
Kiwanians already improve the lives of an untold 
number of people, but there are still too many children 
who are sick, who are hungry and who need 
educational opportunities.
I want to live in a world where children don’t have to 
worry about tomorrow. I want my children to live in a 
world where parents don’t worry about their child’s 

health. I want my future grandchildren to live in a world that knows the good work of Kiwanis in every 
community.

To make this dream happen, we must strengthen Kiwanis membership in existing clubs and expand 
Kiwanis’ reach to communities that do not yet have the benefit of a Kiwanis club.

Why did you join Kiwanis? Why are you still  a Kiwanian today? Your answers are unique to you. Think 
about what could happen if we all shared our Kiwanis stories and inspired others to become a part of our 
movement to improve the world. Our impact would know no bounds.

The Formula is your opportunity to shape the future of your club. Share with others what you love 
about Kiwanis and make it stronger. Make it better.

I see a future where all children have access to bright and limitless 
opportunities. Let’s use The Formula to make it happen. Share your 
Kiwanis story with your 
friends and neighbors. 
And, live it out every day.

Gunter Gasser
2013-14 President

Kiwanis International

Kiwanis International president                                                                            
monthly message
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Growth is everybody’s business!

Kiwanis International  president 
Gunter Gasser has made it clear 
that growth is his highest priority 
(see article elsewhere in this 
issue of KIEFupdate), and that it 
will  be achieved not “top-down” 
but rather locally, through the 
efforts of Kiwanians like you and 
me, working through their clubs, 
divisions and districts, to find 
pathways to growth that make 
sense in their environment. 

Over the past six months, the 
members of the KIEF Growth 
Team have been speaking to 
Kiwanis leaders throughout 
Europe.  In doing so, we have 
discovered a broad spectrum of ideas for generating growth, as well  as a wish to share best practices across 
Europe.

For this reason, we will be organizing a “poster session on growth” at the KIEF convention in Annecy.  Each 
District/DIPF is asked to provide one or two posters giving examples of “success stories” in (1) New Club 
Building ; (2) Club Development; and (3) Sponsorship/New District Building, as appropriate.  
These posters will be displayed in the entrance foyer of the convention in a high-visibility location, allowing 
Kiwanians to share their experiences and avoid having to “re-invent the wheel”.

There are many good ideas “out there” – bring yours to Annecy to share and help contribute to the success 
of the Global Campaign for Growth!

Robert Jenefsky
Chair, KIEF Growth Team 2014/2014 
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Whether you are German or Polish, we are all human and we all have 
one life, so let’s do something good in it - Eckehardt Gärtner

Dear Kiwanis Colleagues,
 Our charity work for Kiwanis is satisfying to each of us, and it also allows us to meet fascinating people who 
are maybe not celebrities but their devotion and work for others are so extraordinary that they just should be 
introduced to the public. Today I would like to tell you about Eckehardt Gärtner, a German from Soltau. Our 
Kiwanis Zielona Góra ADSUM Club awarded him the title of Honorary Membership on April 2nd, 2002.
 Mr Eckehardt Gärtner, friends call him „Ecki”, has been supporting us in charity work for children for many 
years. He has got much experience in it. He was born in 1925 in Grünberg, (nowadays Zielona Góra) and 
came to his hometown in 1982 during martial law in Poland. 
Having seen how much help the inhabitants need, he decided to organize help for the hospitals, nursing 
homes, parishes, hospices, and so on. It was his personal idea, which has been continued until today. From 
the very beginning, he encouraged his friends and many other people willing to help, and there were always 
things for the youngest inhabitants of Zielona Góra among the collected gifts. 

Later, “our Ecki” began to organize 
meetings, concerts, exhibitions and 
sport events in Soltau and Zielona 
Góra, integrating the inhabitants of 
both of the cities. Today Mr Eckehardt 
Gärtner is regarded to be one of the 
initiators of the Polish- German 
dialogue.
His activity has been honoured with 
many letters of thanks, diplomas and 
distinctions. Some of them are:
- Medal  for the Services for the 
Voivodeship (1990),
- Order of Merit of the Federal 
Republic  of Germany and Honorary 
Citizenship of Zielona Góra (1993),
- Cross of Merit of Poland and Golden 
Heart from the Hospice in Zielona 

Góra (2000),
- Medal of Gratitude from the European Solidarity Centre in Gdańsk (2014).
 
During all these years of cooperation Ecki has become a model role for us! 
The example of human kindliness and sensitivity for injustice.
 
Thank you, Ecki - -  „Danke schön Ecki”.

ADSUM ZIELONA GORA – KIWANIS CLUB, POLISH DISTRICT 
Barbara Krzeszewska-Zmyslony
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KI President visits Switzerland-Liechtenstein District
By Lucas Huber

On March 11,  Zurich spoke High 
German instead of Swiss dialect.  
The reason why: A distinguished 
Kiwanis visitor in the person of 
Kiwanis International  President 
Gunter Gasser.  He experienced 
Zurich from on high, showed his 
skiing prowess the next day and 
praised his hosts as exemplary 
Kiwanians.  During his three-day 
official visit to Switzerland-
Liechtenstein District, he was the 
guest of Divisions 13, 14, 15, 18, 
21 and 22.

A handshake here, a pat on the shoulder there, a word spoken in confidence: Gunter Gasser was much in 
demand on this sunny Zurich day.  The bridge builder from Austria responded in kind to the District’s 
hospitality. „How fantastic  that the word „We“ has so much meaning here,“ praised the No. 1 Kiwanian on his 
way to climbing to the top of the 
tower of St. Peter’s church for a 
bird’s eye view of Zurich, before 
heading to the ski slopes of the 
Corviglia near St. Moritz the next 
day and then concluding his visit 
with a stop at Brandis and 
Sargans castles in eastern 
Switzerland.
Briefly addressing the throng of 
members of the KC Zurich in 
their meeting place, the historic 
Carpenters’ Guild hall, he once 
a g a i n e m p h a s i z e d t h e 
importance of “We” in Kiwanis: 
“We’re all  travelers on the same 
highway, let’s make sure we’re all  going in the same direction.”  Not all of us travel at the same speed, some 
are faster, some are slower, some drive more to the right, others more to the left, but “the direction must be 
the same for all of us!”
New wind from Indianapolis
Gasser is only the third Kiwanis International president from outside North America. He was nominated at the 
2011 Kiwanis International convention in Geneva, and elected with strong support from our District.  But 
that’s not why Gunter Gasser considers Switzerland-Liechtenstein District exemplary.  “When the Americans 
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think of Europe, they think of Switzerland-Liechtenstein 
District first”, he says.
His appeal to Kiwanians: “Work to increase membership.  
Work for the benefit of young people.  Improve the image 
of Kiwanis.  And stay financially sound.  Everything you 
do should correspond to at least one of these priorities, if 
not, don’t do it!”  But of all  these, growth is the most 
important to him.  And growth can only come from 
Kiwanians themselves, not from headquarters in 
Indianapolis. “That was one of my first decisions”, he 
concluded.
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"In accordance with Article XIII, section 4 of 
KI-EF Bylaws, two independent auditors will 
be proposed for approval of the delegates at 
the 47th KI-EF Convention. They must be 
certified public auditors and not also handle 
the bookkeeping of the Federation accounts.

Any candidate interested in this proposal must send an application letter to the 
Secretary of the Federation Jean-Claude Schmitz (j.c.schmitz@skynet.be) for April 
30, 2014 at the latest".
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A new Builder Club in Italiy  "I. C. Elio Vittorini"

Great excitement and anticipation of  the students, the teachers, the Headmaster Angela Fiscella, 
the president of  the club Etneo Graziella Bonanno and Lieutenant Governor Nunzio Spampinato, 
for the announcement of the delivery of charter, which will formalize shortly the birth of the new 
club, under the auspices of  the Kiwanis Club "ETNEO."The teachers who will work are Daniela 
Licandro, Maria Pavone and Kiwanis Advisor Daniela Simon. 
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Getting to the halfway mark – will you help Haiti?
By Filip Delanote, Vice-Chairman Europe, The Eliminate Project

Dear Kiwanians, 
We have raised US$50.3 million (37.17 million Euro)! We are so close to reaching our halfway point of US
$55 million (40.65 million Euro). By reaching the halfway point, we will  be saving or protecting an additional 
2.6 million lives. 
In fact, in the month of April, UNICEF and its partners will reach 1.1 million women in Haiti. This will cover the 
first and second round of immunizations in 75 districts of the country. They will  protect women like Judia and 
her gorgeous baby Judita, pictured in the attached photo.
We are ready to take the challenge and do this! Speak with your club about undertaking a club commitment 
and send in any funds your club has already raised. You and your club will help us to achieve the halfway 

point and protect another 2.6 million lives! And it 
is as easy as that:  (Find more information in the 
“Team Up to change the world brochure”)
Look at where the club stands in giving and find 
a champion in your club
Present a video to your club members and 
demonstrate what success looks like 
Ask the club to become a Model Club, and talk 
about the number of lives that will  be saved or 
protected
Follow up, secure the actual commitment form 
and answer any needed questions
Celebrate the new club commitment and say 
“Thank you”

In fact, my own Kiwanis Club Torhout-Houtland 
just committed to becoming a Platinum Club! 
That means my club has undertaken a 
commitment to give a per-member average of 
US$1,500 (EUR 1,109). The first step was to 
become a Model Club, and now our members 
are so engaged and motivated that they wanted 
to do more. I am proud of my own club for 
making the commitment, and I am proud of all 
the Kiwanis clubs in Europe that have decided 

to take on a leading role for the campaign. 

Kiwanis friends, women like Judia (on the left) will be protected because of us - more specifically, because of 
the club visits, and presentations, discussions, fundraising activities and events  and countless other tasks 
we do every day to raise funds. This is an awesome responsibility. Let's never lose sight of this. 
Together we can get to the halfway mark in the coming weeks – together we can help Haiti! 

If you and your club are not yet receiving The Eliminate Project newsletter in your language, make sure to 
register to receive the most up-to-date information! 
http://sites.kiwanis.org/Kiwanis/en/theELIMINATEproject/MNT/Updates/emailupdate.aspx
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http://sites.kiwanis.org/Kiwanis/Libraries/Handouts_-_MNT_-_EN/The_Eliminate_Project_fundraising_campaign_-_Model_Club_brochure.sflb.ashx
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K.I.E.F. Calendar
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2014

May 8 - 11 Stockerau Convention Austria

May 9 - 11 Poitiers Convention France-Monaco

May 23 - 24 Bratislava Convention Czech Rep & Slovakia

May 28 - 29 - 30 - 31 Annecy KIEF CONVENTION - Executive/Board meeting 

June TBD Convention Hungary

June 12 - 14 Forlì Convention Italy - San Marino

July 16 - 20 Chiba (Japan) K. I. CONVENTION - ASPAC convention

Aug 23 - 24 TBD Executive committee meeting - Chairs meeting

Aug 28-30 Kolobrzeg Convention Poland 

Aug 30 Croydon Convention U. K.

Sep 5- 7- Hamar Convention Norden

Sep 5 - 6 Weert Convention Netherlands

Sep 13-15 Kopavogur Convention Iceland-Faroes

Sep 11- 14 Bensheim Convention Germany

Sep 18-21 Roeselare Convention Belgium/Luxembourg 

Sep 20 Glattal Convention Switzerland-Liechtenstein 
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Translations Traductions Ǖbersetzungen Vertalingen 
Traduzioni: 
Paul Schenaerts, Axel Geiger, Roelant van Zuylen, 
Joe Smith

Dead line for contributiion, Date limite pour la procraine  
edition, Termin für Beiträge ist, Dead line volgende editie
Inviare i vostri articoli entro:

5th of the month, le 5 du mois, der 5. jedes Monats, 
vijde van de maand, il 5 del mese.

Chair comunication committee 
Francesco Valenti

gfrvalenti@gmail.com

KIEF UPDATE is a monthly newsletter 
designed to keep members informed 
about Kiwanis International European 
Federation news. The newsletter, which is 
available at no cost, can be delivered 
monthly by e-mail. Simply fill out the form 
at www.kiwanis.eu to begin receiving your 
KIEF UPDATE.
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JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2014  07     

Don’t
forget
All United States Kiwanis clubs 
are required to !le a Form 
990 with the Internal Revenue 
Service. Learn more at www.
KiwanisOne.org/form990.

How will you spend the summer of 
2017? A taste of cuisine français, 
perhaps? Amour, non ? Or a season of 

enlightenment? 

Journey to “La Ville-Lumière” for 
the 2017 Kiwanis International 

convention at the Palais de 
congrès in Paris, July 14–17! 

KIWANIS ONE DAY CONTEST 
Kiwanis One Day is April 5, 2014. What will your club do?

Each year, Kiwanis clubs have the chance to win a professional 
video or Kiwanis magazine coverage of their One Day project. 
Entries are due March 15.

Learn more at www.KiwanisOne.org/oneday.

Chiba
Chiba can be translated to “1,000 leaves.”

Tokyo-Chiba, Japan, will host the 99th 
Annual Kiwanis International Convention, 
July 17–20, 2014.
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