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Why me?

This is the question I asked myself a hundred 
times in Sierra Leone when I went to the field's 
partnership Kiwanis International and UNICEF in 

the Campaign ELIMINATE.
I saw pregnant women, often very young, waiting for their turn to vaccination. They knew the benefit of it, 
because they all heard in their village or family, of newborns died in terible conditions after coming to world 
vigorous and filled of hope for their parents. I met Aminatta, whose baby suffered with convulsions few days 
after birth, and for which the diagnosis of tetanus was given by mistake. Her baby was fine now, a beautiful 
boy of 10 months old, sitting quietly on the lap of his mother. She tried to find words for her awful fear of this 
implacable disease, but the words stopped in her throat. Only her eyes spoke to me, so eloquent reminder of 
her suffering, shiny with tears.
I listened to other stories, I entered the houses, I saw the mattresses on the clay floor, on which the women 
gave birth. By thought I was reliving my happiness of young mother, surrounded by a performant medical 
team, working under conditions of perfect hygiene. In those moments, I never could have imagined my baby 
getting convulsions, stronger and stronger for days, under my desperate look, and finally die in horrible 
pains.
And then was returning this question: why me? 
Why was I so lucky to be born in a country where the scourge of neonatal  tetanus no longer exists, what 
have I done to deserve this chance? This lucky we are all  in Europe. It gives us a duty of solidarity towards 
those who have not had this luck.
With the Campaign ELIMINATE, we can share. Our partnership with UNICEF is already a winner in many 
countries, our aim to eliminate maternal  and neonatal  tetanus from the surface of the earth is within reach. 
Do not waste time, support our effort to victory!

Marie-Jeanne Boutroy, KI-EF President 2013-2014
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K. I. E. F. president 
monthly message

47th CONVENTION
May 28 - 30 2014
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A world of service
We will again celebrate Kiwanis One Day the first Saturday of April. It is my desire all  Kiwanians 

participate in a charity project that day.
If all Kiwanis-family members contribute at least two hours of community service on April  5th, Kiwanis 

would give the world more than 1 million hours of volunteer service in just one day! Think of the impact 
we could have. Think of the lives we could improve ...

I hope you will reach beyond Kiwanis-Family boundaries on this day. Invite Key Club, Circle K or 
Aktion Club members to join your project. You should volunteer for theirs. Also invite family or friends to 
join in service with you. Let them see how you serve the community you love. With more hearts and 
more hands, we can do more charity.

Kiwanis One Day is a remarkable opportunity to show the world what Kiwanis does. Now, let’s go 
make a difference together.

Gunter Gasser
2013-14 President
Kiwanis International

Kiwanis International president                                                                            
monthly message
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Circus Palace 2014/ Fundraising of  50.000,00 Euro 
Outstanding action of 13 clubs of Division 18 „Mittlerer Neckar“  Germany District

We, the Kiwanis Clubs Brackenheim-Zabergäu, Crailsheim, Eppingen-Kraichgau, Heilbronn, Heilbronn-
Helibrunna, Heilbronn Neckartal, Heilbronn St. Kilian, Hohenlohe, Künzelsau, Möckmühl, Neckarsulm, 
Schwäbisch Hall und Weinsberger Tal have cooperated in a major event to raise funds for charity. 
Of course, the awareness of Kiwanis should be improved in order to achieve even more for our actions 
according to the motto of our Governor Feridun Bahadori „Gemeinsam für die Zukunft unserer Kinder” i.e. 
“Together for the future of our children”.
When on 5th of January, 2014, at 8.00 a.m. the first Kiwanians arrived at the location Heilbronn Christmas 
Circus the conditions are good: The weather is fine, the sun is shining. The first tasks are defined – entrance 
control, packing up gift bags for the children with popcorn, pencils and coins for a soft drink or sausage rolls 
or a Star Wars light saber… 

Kiwanians are organized who take care of our VIP patrons Günther Oettinger, the former prime minister of 
Baden-Württemberg, and the Olympic  Champion in Super Heavy Weight Lifting, Matthias Steiner, as well  as 
for other guests of honor of the district Germany and the European Federation. The demands of a perfect 
organization are huge – more than 1.800 kids and 700 adults all  together 2.500 participants have to be 
brought to their right seats. But this task is achieved, all Kiwanians show perfect dedication…
I have never been to a circus before“ is one the most often heard words from the kids. Some of us are 
touched to see that the queue at the entrance gate is getting longer and longer – already one and a half 
hours before official start time. The children start to rattle the metal fences – the entrance time has to be 
brought forward by a quarter of an hour. Everybody gets his seat – ready before the start of the performance.  
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The presentation in front of such a huge audience is made by club president Detlef Freihoff, KC Heilbronn 
St. Kilian, together with KF Andreas Fischer –a pro for such events. In a quick witted presentation full  of 
humor the guests are welcomed, the various parts of the program are announced and unavoidable pauses 
are used for informing the audience supported by the director of the circus and, of course, the circus 
clown!!! . 

50.000 Euro of funds for charity are transferred on this morning for several projects, 40.000 Euro for 5 
different local activities mainly for helping children and 10.000 Euro for our global  Kiwanis Project Eliminate –
a huge sum! The local recipients of the donations had been selected before in mutual agreement of the 
clubs. 
A circus tent fully occupied by mainly children and youngsters – this is a new experience for the artists of the 
Heilbronn Christmas Circus; from the first moment of the performance the waves of enthusiasm were felt. 
When finally the members of the organization committee are introduced and the performance starts a big 
applause is filling the tent: Everybody of us is sure: This event will be a success!  
In an impressing show in the arena the children were fascinated: Exotic  animals from all  parts of the world 
like 12 Arab horses or white tigers, ligers and lions, daring artists with parallel high bars or spring board are 
the first parts. It is continued by Chinese winners of the award „Golden Clowns”, the Beijing Diabolo group 
and their dancing diabolos. The program is continued by the quintet from the Moscow State Circus 
„Gibadullin“ who delivers a phenomenal show with juggling lobes and flying plates. 
„Lucios Team Riders“ fascinate with crazy racing rounds with their motor cycles in a metal sphere whereas 
the „Cedeno Brothers“ enjoy to present flying artists up to the ceiling of the tent. One of the biggest Circus 
Orchestras in Europe – nine musicians of Ukraine conducted by Maestro Volodymyr Kozachuc  gives the 
soundtrack for the artists’ pieces. 
The reconstruction breaks are the highlights for a newcomer clown, a Portuguese Cesar Dias with very 
unique new characteristics in „clownery“. Born in 1983, he appears in the mid of the audience and integrates 
it in his sketches and presentations – sometimes naughty and cheeky. A good mixture of slapstick and 
comedy. 
And after that camels, high rope acrobats and flying artists – a long list of performers.  At the end an 
audience that by enthusiastic. tramping makes trembling the circus tent. And we knew: We had great 
success; the first Circus Palace has come to a good end. 
Exciting weeks end for all  of us. We proved that it is possible to achieve goals that are regarded before as 
more or less impossible. Everybody in our division can be proud of the results; many of us made new friends 
from other clubs and appreciated the work of our fellow Kiwanians. 
Our success justified the great contribution of time. Therefore: The next Circus Palace it on the way already. 

Alexander M. Duecker, KC Heilbronn St. Kilian
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KIEF Districts in pre-formation

Dear kiwanis friends, 
I proudly informed you in last edition of 
KI-EF magazine about progress and 
activities in DIPF.  Now I´m going to tell 
you about Kiwanis actions in DIPF 
Poland.   

District in pre-formation Poland
In 1991 Poland joined the Kiwanis family. 
The first club was chartered in Gdansk. It 
was a gentlemen club and it still is. 
Poland DIPF has 3 Divisions, 15 clubs, 
216 members. We do not have any 
Junior or Young Professional  club! This 
will  hopefully change this year since the 
Board has the ambition to build at least 
one Young Professional club. Thanks to 
the sincere support from KIEF President 
Marie-Jeanne Boutroy and Chairman 
Jan Radon we could join the 16 th Youth 
camp, Service Leadership Program in 

Malaysia. This was a great opportunity to get new spirit and lots of positive energy into young club building in 
Poland.

District in pre-formation Projects are Kiwanis Doll, Eliminate, Kiwanis presentations at 3 Universities and 
rewarding program. 70% of the clubs participate in these projects, some in all of them.

The goal for 2014 is to visit as many clubs as possible, to have a great communication between our District, 
clubs and KIEF, to promote Kiwanis and to attract new members to join us.

We have become a very sincere cooperation with our Sponsor District the Netherlands. The communication 
with its Governor Hendrik Beuving is very good. We have had the opportunity to meet and hope to host our 
Dutch friends very soon.

DIPF Convention is changed to 29-31 of August and we hope that many of or friends in the world will join it. 

As you can read, KIWANIS flourishes all  around the Europe. I´m personally happy about the cooperation 
among DIPFs and sponsoring Districts. 

Stepanka Neuschlova
Co - Chair of NDB (Growth Committee) 

Member of DIPF Czech republic and Slovak republic 

Serving the children of the world                                                            march 2014     www.kiwanis.eu

7

http://www.kiwanis.eu
http://www.kiwanis.eu


KI President visits Norden
By: Asbjørn Schjølberg

The Kiwanis International President, Gunter Gasser, 
accompanied by his wife Christiana, visited District 
Norden early this February. They started in Sweden, 
went on westwards to Norway the next day, met a 
number of Swedish and Norwegian Kiwanians, and 
hopefully got an impression of the conditions and the 
challenges in these scarcely populated areas.  
On Friday the 7th of February, after having landed at 
Stockholm Arlanda Airport, Sweden, they were taken 

westwards to the City of Karlskoga and to the 
residence of the famous Alfred Nobel (invented the 
dynamite; Nobel Prize) - Björkborn manor. 
They were heartily welcomed by the President of 
the Kiwanis Club of Karlskoga and met by 
approximately 20 Kiwanians from three Swedish 
Kiwanis clubs and a municipal  representative. After 
greetings and short briefings about Kiwanis activity 
in the area the KI President took the opportunity to 
speak to the audience about Kiwanis and his own 
visions and goals for Kiwanis. 
Afterwards, on a tour around the fabulous manor, 
Gunter met Alfred Nobel (personified by the actor 
Peter Sund) and even shaked hands with him. 

Then Alfred briefed the guests about the manor and 
himself, his own life and destiny. Accompanied by 
the District Norden Governor, Mona Hurtig and her 
husband, they went on westwards to the City of 
Karlstad where they spent the night. On Saturday 
the journey continued to the west and to Norway. 
They stopped in the municipality of Ski where they 
were met by about 30 Norwegian Kiwanians, from 
12 Norwegian clubs all together, in the nice 
“Kiwanis House” of the Kiwanis Club of Ski. The KI 
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President took the opportunity to talk to the 
audience about the most important Kiwanis matters 
that occupies his mind and there were many 
questions, thoughts and discussions as well.
Saturday Evening the Presidential  couple were 
most honoured guests at a celebration of the 
Kiwanis Club of Oslos 50th anniversary, together 
with close to 100 other guests from clubs in District 
Norden. 
The Kiwanis Club of Oslo was organized January 
10th 1964 as the first Kiwanis club in Norway, and 
Norden as well. From this club Kiwanis spread out 
in Scandinavia during the next 30 years.
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"In accordance with Article XIII, section 4 of 
KI-EF Bylaws, two independent auditors will 
be proposed for approval of the delegates at 
the 47th KI-EF Convention. They must be 
certified public auditors and not also handle 
the bookkeeping of the Federation accounts.

Any candidate interested in this proposal must send an application letter to the 
Secretary of the Federation Jean-Claude Schmitz (j.c.schmitz@skynet.be) for April 
30, 2014 at the latest".

http://www.kiwanis.eu
http://www.kiwanis.eu
mailto:j.c.schmitz@skynet.be
mailto:j.c.schmitz@skynet.be


Each year, Kiwanis clubs around the world join in a day of service. Kiwanis One Day was 
established in 2007 to unite the Kiwanis family and their communities in the spirit of service and 
camaraderie to make an immediate and measurable impact on communities around the world. 

The special day of  service seeks participation from the nearly 600,000 Kiwanis family members 
involved in Kiwanis, Aktion Club, Circle K, Key Club, Builder’s Club and K-Kids in 80 countries 
around the world.

Kiwanis members identify local community service projects relevant to their area’s local needs.  
Activities might include anything from playground builds and painting murals to beach cleanups, 
raking leaves, collecting food or providing maintenance. For more information about this day, 
please visit www.kiwanisone.org/oneday. 
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Are we prepared  to fulfill our mission of "Serving the Children of 
the World" in the future?

For over 50 years, European Kiwanians of all ages and all nationalities have been involved in service 
projects in order to build bridges to a better future for needy children and adolescents. Without the tireless 
efforts of volunteers, the major social challenges could no longer be managed by the authorities and the 
requirements are going to increase in Europe in the coming years.
Are we, are our clubs  sufficiently well prepared for the challenges of the future and can we, can the clubs 

continue to support service projects actively?
A glance at the statistics helps. The average age of Kiwanians in Europe is currently 60 years. Nearly 50 % 
of all  Kiwanians are older than 60, in other words, in the next 20 years we will lose almost half of our 
members and therefore our ability to help children and young people. How do we feel about that? Does this 
trend not concern us, or do we – as I’m sure you will  agree - want to lay the foundation for securing the 
future of our clubs today?
I think the answer is clear. The future of our children and our society is important for us! So we must and will 
make a difference. An important tool  to secure our future is rejuvenation, both by strengthening existing clubs 
through the recruitment of young members and the setting up of new clubs targeting young professionals 
with a heart for children.
The Young Professionals clubs focus on young people at the beginning of their professional career. These 
young people have very different ideas about club life. Since their professional lives make great demands on 
their time, they prefer more flexible web-based communications  instead of ritualistic  club meetings involving 
shared meals. Why not give them the opportunity to develop new ways of experiencing Kiwanis?
Districts such as the Netherlands and Belgium - Luxembourg have successfully established Young 
Professionals Clubs country-wide. The Austria District has set up a pilot project to attract university students. 
Their success can be measured by the average age in these districts, which is below the European 
average.If these two Districts can succeed, then so can the rest of us!.

Information about Growth campaign can be found on our website www.kiwanis.eu .

Ralf- Otto Gogolinski
Co - Chair New Club Building 2013/2014
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Celebrating the first Diamond Club in Europe and 90 Model Clubs
By Filip Delanote, Vice-Chairman Europe, The Eliminate Project

Dear Kiwanians, 

I am very excited to be sharing some great news and information with you this month. We have a few great 
lifesaving achievements to celebrate!
Did you know that Kiwanians in Europe have already achieved more than 48% of our current fundraising 
goal  with more than US$5.7 million or EUR 4.2 million raised?  The reasons for this great milestone 

a c h i e v e m e n t h a v e b e e n o u r 
continuous focus on benchmarks and 
Model, Gold Clubs, Platinum and now 
Diamond clubs, which are resources 
for our tremendous potential in 
Europe. 
That is correct! We can now celebrate 
our first Diamond Club in Europe, a 
very active ladies club in Belgium-
L u x e m b o u r g , K C L i p s i u s 
Druivenstreek, whose members are 
very excited to make this commitment 
and save or protect more than 1,388 
lives (per member). 

I wanted to share with you below 
again the different recognition levels – 
the opportunities for your clubs to make 
a difference: 

Please take a moment and celebrate the 90 Model  Clubs in Europe that are saving or protecting more than 
1,200,000 lives. 
Will  your club be next? Will  your club be a leader for our worldwide campaign and commit to contributing at 
the Model Club, Gold Club, or even the Platinum or Diamond Club level?

Let’s help surpass the 100 Model  Club challenge and show the world what we - Kiwanians in Europe - can 
do. Thank you for all that you do!

If you and your club are not yet receiving The Eliminate Project newsletter in your language, make sure to 
register to receive the most up-to-date information! 
http://sites.kiwanis.org/Kiwanis/en/theELIMINATEproject/MNT/Updates/emailupdate.aspx
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Members of  the KC Lipsius Druivenstreek excited to make a lifesaving 
difference by saving or protecting more than 1,388 lives per member. 
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K.I.E.F. Calendar
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2014

Apr 5 KIWANIS ONE DAY

Apr 4 - 5 Covasna Convention Romania 

Apr TBD Executive committee meeting

May 8 - 11 Stockerau Convention Austria

May 9 - 11 Poitiers Convention France-Monaco

May 23 - 24 Bratislava Convention Czech Rep & Slovakia

May 28 - 29 - 30 - 31 Annecy KIEF CONVENTION - Executive/Board meeting 

June TBD Convention Hungary

June 12 - 14 Forlì Convention Italy - San Marino

July 16 - 20 Chiba (Japan) K. I. CONVENTION - ASPAC convention

Aug 23 - 24 TBD Executive committee meeting - Chairs meeting

Aug 28-30 Kolobrzeg Convention Poland 

Aug 30 Croydon Convention U. K.

Sep 5- 7- Hamar Convention Norden

Sep 5 - 6 Weert Convention Netherlands

Sep 13-15 Kopavogur Convention Iceland-Faroes

Sep 11- 14 Bensheim Convention Germany

Sep 18-21 Roeselare Convention Belgium/Luxembourg 

Sep 20 Glattal Convention Switzerland-Liechtenstein 
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Translations Traductions Ǖbersetzungen Vertalingen 
Traduzioni: 
Paul Schenaerts, Axel Geiger, Roelant van Zuylen, 
Joe Smith

Dead line for contributiion, Date limite pour la procraine  
edition, Termin für Beiträge ist, Dead line volgende editie
Inviare i vostri articoli entro:

5th of the month, le 5 du mois, der 5. jedes Monats, 
vijde van de maand, il 5 del mese.

Chair comunication committee 
Francesco Valenti

gfrvalenti@gmail.com

KIEF UPDATE is a monthly newsletter 
designed to keep members informed 
about Kiwanis International European 
Federation news. The newsletter, which is 
available at no cost, can be delivered 
monthly by e-mail. Simply fill out the form 
at www.kiwanis.eu to begin receiving your 
KIEF UPDATE.
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Don’t
forget
All United States Kiwanis clubs 
are required to !le a Form 
990 with the Internal Revenue 
Service. Learn more at www.
KiwanisOne.org/form990.

How will you spend the summer of 
2017? A taste of cuisine français, 
perhaps? Amour, non ? Or a season of 

enlightenment? 

Journey to “La Ville-Lumière” for 
the 2017 Kiwanis International 

convention at the Palais de 
congrès in Paris, July 14–17! 

KIWANIS ONE DAY CONTEST 
Kiwanis One Day is April 5, 2014. What will your club do?

Each year, Kiwanis clubs have the chance to win a professional 
video or Kiwanis magazine coverage of their One Day project. 
Entries are due March 15.

Learn more at www.KiwanisOne.org/oneday.

Chiba
Chiba can be translated to “1,000 leaves.”

Tokyo-Chiba, Japan, will host the 99th 
Annual Kiwanis International Convention, 
July 17–20, 2014.
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