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Nobody Asked!

We are committed in the Global  Campaign for Growth. All Kiwanian 

Nations, DIPF and Districts made it their number1 priority for 
2013-2014. 

One of the highlights of this campaign is to strengthen clubs. 
Membership is too low in too many clubs. Members say they are 

unable to recruit. They often forget an essential  thing to do: ASK those 
around them to join them in the club!

When I was Governor, I received a message from Maria Villalba, Past District Governor distinguished from 
the Rocky Mountains, which explained in simple words how ASK a new member to join us in Kiwanis and 

how to keep it in the club. I give you some of her rich teaching lines.
 “Nobody asked the speaker at our club to join us the following week and to become a member, so that 

speaker never came back.
Nobody asked the wife of the long-time member who died recently if she would like to be a part of the 

organization her husband valued so highly, so she sat home alone.
Nobody asked what the new member did for a living, or how many kids she had or what she liked to do when 

she wasn’t volunteering or working, so she stopped coming.
Nobody asked the man who was so busy with kids, church, work, and life, if he wanted to put an umbrella 

over all  of that and join with others who could give him some help, so he kept on doing what he was doing, 
and it never occurred to him that a Kiwanian might help him.”

JUST ASK…. That’s all about!

Marie-Jeanne Boutroy, KI-EF President 2013-2014
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Goals for the new year
Dear Kiwanians, Happy New Year.
With the start of the new year, I want to double our efforts to achieve the goals I have set for our 

organization.
Number one: Grow Kiwanis membership.
This is our most important goal. For far too long, we have talked about growth. Now is the time to take 

action. Invite someone new to your club meeting. Hold a membership drive. Open a new club in a 
nearby community that doesn’t have a Kiwanis presence.

Number two: Increase our service to the world.
Despite all our good charity, there are still children who are sick, who are hungry and who need 

educational opportunities. By growing our clubs and adding more hearts and more hands, we can find 
ways build bridges for children to the future.

Number three: Save more women and babies.
The Eliminate Project is on track, but we still  have a long way to go to meet our goal  of 110 million U-

S dollars. Women and newborns in 26 countries are depending on us. You can help. Become a model 
club. Host a fundraiser. Make a personal gift.

My fellow Kiwanians, throughout this new year, take a moment to realize the difference you are 
making in your community and around the world and determine how you 
can do even more throughout the year.

Gunter Gasser
2013-14 President
Kiwanis International

Kiwanis International president                                                                            
monthly message
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Rose Parade in Pasadena, 2014 Jan 1st

Could you ever think there could be a reason to go to bed on New 
Year’s Eve at 9 pm and stand up on New Year’s Day at 3.30 am… 
Well, read this story…
Last New Year’s Day the 125th Rose Parade took place in Pasadena 
(CA). The Parade starts correctly at 8 am and ends even strictly at 
10 am. You will wonder why? The Parade is part of a whole day of 
festivities on Colorado Boulevard and around, and is followed in the 
afternoon by the Rose Bowl  Game, the final  of the High School 
football tournament in the Pasadena Rose Bowl with its capacity of 
109.000 seated places.
Small  number at the football  game, because the Parade, the second 
biggest televised event in the world (biggest being evidently the 
Super Bowl), was on occasional grandstands and on the walkways, 

followed by more than one million spectators along the 5.5 miles parade way. Even arriving at 5.30 am roads 
and highways (and they are very large) get completely blocked, due to the arrivals, and this although half a 
million spectators had taken place along the parade 
lane 24 hours before, spending the night in chilly 
temperatures. 
The Rose Parade is “the” yearly New Year’s Day 
activity, and what a one: 91 groups pass along, and 
more than 20 of them were brass bands (with in each 
about 200 musicians in taptoo walkstyle) and nearly 
70 floats, each decorated with more than 100.000 
fresh flowers. One of the reasons why the Parade 
starts so early. Roses don’t support  temperature 
around 25°C at noon!
And what does Kiwanis in all?
Since this year KI has a contract of 5 years with the 
Cal-Nev-Ha District to finance the Kiwanis Float (see 
picture). The return on investment is enormous 
through the television attention for the event. But 
there is not only the float. The Parade Project is a real 
District Project, where clubs furnish logistic help, and 
they afford with their Key Clubs 7.000 volunteers 
representing 56.000 volunteer hours, during all  the 
December's Saturdays,  and from Dec 26th they build 
not only the K float but also 13 other floats.
And what was so special this year?
For the first time ever the Kiwanis float had partly European Riders ! All floats were linked to Walt Disney’s 
“Dreams Come true”, and knowing the device of our International  President, the Kiwanis float was set up 
under the name “Bridging Children’s Dreams” and conducted by Gunter & Christiana Gasser, seconded by 
Eliminate Vice-Chair Filip Delanote.
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A day unforgettable, even long time remembering, as well as the fact that the warm Californian sun appeared 
in our back just at the end of the Parade, but anyway we had warm in our heart, and were proud to be 
Kiwanian !

Vincent Salembier, KI-EF President Elect
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KIEF Districts in pre-formation

Dear kiwanis friends, 

I am honoured to inform you about Districts in pre - formation in Europe. All DIPFs do great job and spread 
the Kiwanis idea in Central and Eastern Europe. I would like to present you DIPFs   in Europe and I will  start 
with Romania.   

District in pre-formation Romania

Kiwanis was established in Romania in 1992. DIPF Romania currently consists of 20 clubs with a 
membership of 312 (264 female and 48 male). The latest chartered clubs are KC Covasna and KC Cluj, both 
founded in 2013 within Division III Transylvania (Central). The expansion plan for 2014 is to charter 4 more 
clubs, namely KC Buzau, KC Iasi, KC Sighet and KC Brasov.

There were devastating floods in Galati  County, Romania, in September 2013. Nineteen villages were 
affected, nine people died, two of which were children. Due to media and publicity this disaster was made 
known to the public and local  administration and non-governmental organizations got involved into this 
situation. Kiwanis Club Galati chose to take care of the children of Costache Negri  village, where 341 houses 
were flooded, 221 of them being destroyed to a degree between 75% and 100%.  On September 26 th, 
Kiwanis Club Galati shared goods to the village school, to the 106 affected children, all of them being of age 
3-16. District of FRANCE-MONACO – the sponsor of DIPF Kiwanis offered a check (grant) of 2000 Euros to 
support our efforts.

Most important planned activity for 2014: 
“Kiwanis youth camp 2014” Service 
Leadership Program. The program is 
designed to mainstream all  children. 
Emphasis is on group and team building; 
promoting the “Golden Rule” and Kiwanis 
p r i nc ip les and ob jec t i ves . Fun i s 
emphasized at all times: swimming, sports, 
arts and crafts, hikes, games, campfires, 
nature walks and an opportunity to meet 
and interact with local  Transylvanian people 
and traditions. Venue: Padureni (Besenyo), 
Covasna County, Romania.

Relationship with sponsoring District of FRANCE-MONACO is excellent. Our requests for twinning were 
answered by a proposition of an elaborate process of sponsorship and twinning, with the formula best suited 
to our clubs.

Top priorities for 2014 are quality membership growth within the clubs which have lost members; joint 
activities of all the clubs of DIPF Romania in cooperation with the France – Monaco District. 
In next KI-EF magazine you can expect information about DIPF Czech republic and Slovak republic   and 
DIPF Poland. 

Stepanka Neuschlova
Chair of NDB (Growth Committee) 

Member of DIPF Czech republic and Slovak republic 
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Death by PPT
How many time you have seen your audience trying to escape from your 
presentation session? When you show slides and avalanches of information, 
worlds, numbers, bullets point to your buddies. How many times do you have 
seen part of your audience starts to look outside the windows, or to check the 
phone, or in the last row of the room people talk each others or read a magazine? 
When you see that, be sure that some of them are going to have stomach or head ache, 
nausea vomit and these are a good symptoms that your presentation is ugly, boring, poisoned, but is it 
mortal?
In the world there are half billion of ppt users, and every day 350.000.000 of ppt presentation are delivered, 
but only the 85% are enough dangerous, here you will  learn how to make a good mortal  presentation. 
Something the will  kill your audience before the end of your performance and who will  not die will  lose his 
mental faculty for ever and will beg you to stop his painful agony. 
The first think you need for a mortal presentations is the right mental tool. Your goal  is not to deliver a 
message or share information, your goal is to lost your audience and its time, you have not to care about 

your audience, you have to be concentrate 
about yourself, you are the message, you 
are the only very important fact or figures 
of your presentation, be egoist, do not care 
about your fellows.
Then you need some weapons. Your 
weapons for a mortal presentation are a 
big amount of slides and text, never less 
than 50 slides. Your slides should be filled 
up with text, you have to show that you 
know all the topics, so fill up your slide with 
all  information possible, text, text, text, an 
avalanche of text, and if is necessary make 
some slides full  of bullets point, how many 

you can fit in a slide, never less than ten. In my experience more than 15 bullets point are dangerous enough 
and help you audience to loose all  mental faculty but if you use 25 or more then is very easy to push you 
audience to the suicide. 
If it is really necessary use a very poor graphics, or many but very small pictures, with mismatched color 
and small font, I suggest never bigger than 25 point. In this way there is more space for text and if they 
cannot read it, who cares? Our goal is not to deliver or share information but to make a boring and mortal 
presentation. The most important thing is you only you, do not care about your audience.
The next things is How to train your self? This is very important because now you are going to be a 
professional  ppt killer. When you start to make a presentation, do not think, do not use paper to have a draft 
or a concept map of your idea, use quickly your computer, start to make slides full of bullets point.
They should show that you are the boss, and they have to listen to without thinking, they have to be zombies 
at your orders. Forget verb like: to share, never use in a sentence the pronoun we, but only I, and the verbal 
form: you have to, you should to, you will do.
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And now the ultimate strategy, the final  blow. Do not learn you 
presentation, do not rehearse your presentation, read it. Read you 
slides, all the text of your slides or your notes, Why should you 
learn your presentation if you can read it?
Do not use body language, put your hands in a pocket, or sat 
behind the table, never look in the eyes your audiences, and use 
a very monotone voice tune. And remember you are the star, 
stay in front of the projector. You goal  is to kill every single person 
of your audience not to share information. I can assure you is truly 
a pleasure to see audience suffer and slowly die a slide after 
another.

Francesco Valenti
KIEF Chair Communication

Serving the children of the world                                                             january  2014     www.kiwanis.eu

9

DONʼT MISS

ONE DAY

http://www.kiwanis.eu
http://www.kiwanis.eu


KEY CLUB - The future of KIWANIS?

I’ve been chosen by Jean-Michel REITER, the 
governor of France Monaco District, to represent 
the Key clubs in France, and do try to answer all 
the French KIWANIANS who begin believing in our 
way to conceive expansion in Arras, and interested 
by the creation of a youth club in a high school 
whether it is private or public? It’s indeed a service 
club whose members are teenagers from O’level  to 
A’level who composed a Key club, it’s an official 
association, registered by the board with a three-
officered staff(a president, a secretary and a 
treasurer) ,reelected  each year. As they are young 
people, they have to be linked to one or several  
Kiwanis Clubs in town, a sponsor club who makes it 
function and pay for the fees once a year (about 
350€) and take part in their statutory meeting and 
their social  actions; this is how in 2010 in ARRAS, 
after the initiative of Jean-Claude DELECLUSE, a 
member of KIWANIS ARRAS Citadelle club and 
English teacher in Robespierre high school, the 
ARRAS club creates  a Key club of 20 members in 
that high school, with signing a charter and 
distributing specific  pin’s, bought in the US. 

The first Key club in FRANCE but in EUROPE too, 
had been given birth. The idea had come to Jean-
Claude as he travelled to Linden, in the US, on an 
exchange together with his pupils 
there he noticed that every Kiwanis 
club in the US have been  looking 
after a Key club since 1925, when the 
first American Key club was created!!

After a successful experience in 
every high school in ARRAS, with 
their action “taxi  de vie”, which 
consists  in making the young people 
aware of the dangers of absorbing 
alcohol as well as drugs while driving, 
the Arras Kiwanis members were 
delighted with the success met 
throughout the city, mostly in aura 
and communication, and also thanks 
Georges MATHYS, a member in our 
club and a teacher in Baudimont high 
school, a second Key club was 
created there  with another 20 
members. On 13/05/2013, the charter 
was signed at Baudimont high school, in the presence of members of the staff and JM REITER, governor 
elect at that time. 

The ARRAS Citadelle club is very pleased to have created the first 2 Key clubs in EUROPE and remains 
aware of the heavy task consisting in sponsoring two young service clubs, with teen agers who are very 
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pleased and motivated by this 
new experience of sharing their 
lives, their time and ways to 
fulfill  that first commitment in 
social life, but also heavy task 
s u c h a s t h e i r w o r k a n d 
e n t h u s i a s m w e h a v e t o 
s u p e r v i s e . T h e m u t u a l 
participation is fundamental 
and contacts are frequent as 
well as necessary. 

The Head’s as well as the 
parents’ approval  is exceptional 
a n d o u r m o t i v a t i o n i s 
permanent so as to keep our 
Kiwanis clubs in ARRAS, 
outstanding in the city. Since 
then, the Kiwanis FEMMES 
D’ARTOIS club shares our 
point of view, and we now have 

four Kiwanis clubs, in ARRAS, in 
other words, 90 members, which comforts the expansion idea in ARRAs but also every where these 
youngsters will go after their GCE A level (baccalaureat) and spill  this first experience as Kiwanians. We’re 
sure something of that will be left. Moreover, we’re very pleased of the links between the private school and 
the public school. The two Headmasters confirmed that it is important for both parents and students. 

WHAT  IF THE FUTURE OF EXPANSION OF THE KIWANIS WAS SUBMITTED TO THE KEY CLUBS.?

J. P. THUMEREL
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The first Kiwanis Aktion Club in Europe
In Europe the 16th of december 2013 the founding and charter celebration of the 

first Kiwanis Aktion Club took place in the historic  ballroom of the Town Hall  in 
Korneuburg. 80 national and international  guests accepted our invitation. 
At this point, many thanks to the Mayor Christian Gepp, who, without ifs 
and buts made it possible for us to  hold our meeting in the historic 

ballroom . Josef Wasser, Kiwanis District Governor  from Austria and 
founder of the first Aktion Club explained in his speech the meaning and 

objectives of the Kiwanis Aktion Club Weinviertel. A Kiwanis Aktion Club is a club for 
and with people, with and without disabilities. From the previous years, petitioners on non-discrimination in 
the federal constitution through to integration efforts towards inclusion, which is the core of the UN 
Convention, people with disabilities have not only the right to be integrated into all areas of society, but also 
the right of active participation in all areas of 
their life. Inclusion is exactly one of our major 
goals in the Kiwanis Aktion Club. The Kiwanis 
Aktion Club empowers people with disabilities 
to manage their own things in life and 
encourages people with disabilities to take 
self-responsibility. Members use their talents 
for the community. Leadership, taking 
responsibility, making decicions on their own, 
that is exactly what we want to promote 
through and in the Aktion Club. Mag. Stefan 
Schlager , President of the Kiwanis Club 
Hollabrunn Weinviertel  outlined in his speech, 
that his club will  always lend a helping hand to 
the Aktion Club if difficulties may arise . As a 
Partner Club, he also handed over the 
Clubbanner, the Bell and the Mallet to the first 
President, Ronny Pfennigbauer. Barbara 
Schwarz,  member o f a prov inc ia l 
government, noted in her remarks, that the 
foundation of the first Kiwanis Aktion Club 
outside the U.S. was a courageous and 
proper step. She was also very delighted that 
this club in Korneuburg, in Lower Austria, had 
its origin in her area of responsibility and she 
spontaneously expressed her readiness to 
take over the sponsorship for this club. DI Dr. 
Gunter Gassser, Kiwanis International 
President said, that this was a historic day for 
Kiwanis International, because 50 years ago , 
the first Kiwanis Club outside of the U.S. had 
been founded in Austria, namely in Vienna and today we found the first Kiwanis Aktion Club also in Austria. 
Having had a rich and varied buffet the approximately 80 invited international and national guests discussed 
and talked until late in the evening.
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MADAGASCAR - PROOF OUR PARTNERSHIP IS WORKING BY KIWANIS 
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT GUNTER GASSER

My experience in Madagascar is one I will never 
forget. The path to eliminate maternal  and neonatal 
tetanus is one we all walk together. And now, 
Christiana and I, along with a delegation of Kiwanis 
donors, have seen firsthand the power of the 
partnership between Kiwanis International and 
UNICEF.
It was a great honor and a great privilege for us to 
travel  through Madagascar and review the 
progress of MNT elimination efforts.
We witnessed the success of the immunization 
program and saw how the whole process works, 
including the cold storage. We saw many things, 
even the sustainability of our partnership to end 
iodine deficiency disorders with a visit to a salt farm 
in Ampataka.
We are doing great things and the people of 
Madagascar are thankful. It would be difficult to say 
I have a favorite moment of the visit, because both 
Christiana and I have so many. But nothing can 
compare to the smiles on the children’s faces when 
we met them at the health centers, where they 
were gathered with their mothers, aunts and 
grandmothers to receive routine immunizations. 
Someone asked one large group of mothers with 
young babies who in the group had received all 
three of their tetanus shots. Every mother raised 
her hand. Every one.
And along one of the very bumpy roads we traveled 
to reach the villages, we drove past two young 
women who were washing their clothes in a small 
pond. I stopped the car to take several pictures 
when a health specialist riding with us recognized 
one of the women as someone who had received 
all  three tetanus vaccinations during the recent 
tetanus immunization efforts. Her name is Josiane, 
and she’s 19 years old. She has a healthy 8-month-
old son named Jonie.
It’s women like Josiane that make it all  worthwhile 

and make The Eliminate Project such an incredible success story.
Did you know?: Most people in the developed world cannot comprehend living with the fear of losing a child 
to tetanus. But hearing and seeing success stories from the field should inspire all of us to help women 
through The Eliminate Project: Kiwanis eliminating maternal  and neonatal tetanus. The Eliminate Project not 
only provides vaccinations and safe birthing education, but also creates a path for other services, such as 
health education, clean water, nutrition and other vaccines.

If you and your club are not yet receiving The Eliminate Project newsletter in your language, make sure to 
register to receive the most up-to-date information! 
http://sites.kiwanis.org/Kiwanis/en/theELIMINATEproject/MNT/Updates/emailupdate.aspx
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K.I.E.F. Calendar
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2014

Jan 31, Feb. 1-2 Prague District Officers Training Conference

Feb 21 - 22 Prague Executive/Board Meeting 

Apr 5 KIWANIS ONE DAY

Apr Covasna Convention Romania 

Apr TBD Executive committee meeting

May 8 - 11 Stockerau Convention Austria

May 9 - 11 Poitiers Convention France-Monaco

May 23 - 24 Bratislava Convention Czech Rep & Slovakia

May 28 - 29 - 30 - 31 Annecy KIEF CONVENTION - Executive/Board meeting 

June TBD Convention Hungary

June 12-14 Forlì Convention Italy - San Marino

July 16 - 20 Chiba (Japan) K. I. CONVENTION - ASPAC convention

Aug 23 - 24 TBD Executive committee meeting - Chairs meeting

Aug TBD Convention U. K.

Sep TBD Convention Norden

Sep 5 - 6 Weert Convention Netherlands

Sep 12-14 Kolobrzeg Convention Poland 

Sep 13-15 Kopavogur Convention Iceland-Faroes

Sep 11- 14 Bensheim Convention Germany

Sep 18-21 Ostende Convention Belgium/Luxembourg 

Sep 20 Glattbrugg Convention Switzerland-Liechtenstein 
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Translations Traductions Ǖbersetzungen Vertalingen 
Traduzioni: 
Paul Schenaerts, Axel Geiger, Roelant van Zuylen, 
Joe Smith

Dead line for contributiion, Date limite pour la procraine  
edition, Termin für Beiträge ist, Dead line volgende editie
Inviare i vostri articoli entro:

5th of the month, le 5 du mois, der 5. jedes Monats, 
vijde van de maand, il 5 del mese.

Chair comunication committee 
Francesco Valenti

gfrvalenti@gmail.com

KIEF UPDATE is a monthly newsletter 
designed to keep members informed 
about Kiwanis International European 
Federation news. The newsletter, which is 
available at no cost, can be delivered 
monthly by e-mail. Simply fill out the form 
at www.kiwanis.eu to begin receiving your 
KIEF UPDATE.
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Don’t
forget
All United States Kiwanis clubs 
are required to !le a Form 
990 with the Internal Revenue 
Service. Learn more at www.
KiwanisOne.org/form990.

How will you spend the summer of 
2017? A taste of cuisine français, 
perhaps? Amour, non ? Or a season of 

enlightenment? 

Journey to “La Ville-Lumière” for 
the 2017 Kiwanis International 

convention at the Palais de 
congrès in Paris, July 14–17! 

KIWANIS ONE DAY CONTEST 
Kiwanis One Day is April 5, 2014. What will your club do?

Each year, Kiwanis clubs have the chance to win a professional 
video or Kiwanis magazine coverage of their One Day project. 
Entries are due March 15.

Learn more at www.KiwanisOne.org/oneday.

Chiba
Chiba can be translated to “1,000 leaves.”

Tokyo-Chiba, Japan, will host the 99th 
Annual Kiwanis International Convention, 
July 17–20, 2014.
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